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UM STUDENTS FROM BILLINGS REPORT ON INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCES 
MISSOULA -
University of Montana students Shane Blackford and Kristina Owen of Billings have been 
getting practical experience in their hometown this summer with internships through UM’s Center 
for Work-Based Learning.
Blackford, a senior in psychology and business marketing, has worked at Exclamation 
Point Advertising, researching and planning the annual Yellowstone County Travel Guide and 
writing scripts for Honda commercials. He graduated from Billings West High School in 1996.
His parents are Bob and Joanne Blackford.
Owen, a 1998 graduate of Billings West High School, is a senior in business and 
marketing who has been interning at Deaconess Billings Clinic in marketing and community 
relations. Her parents are Stephen and Marilyn Owen.
The Center for Work-Based Learning helps students integrate their academic education 
with practical job experience by developing internship opportunities and coordinating placement 
activities with employers and faculty advisers. It serves about 1,800 students a year, placing 400 
to 500 of them as interns throughout Montana and the nation in more than 35 fields of 
employment.
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